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Minou teaches students an important lesson; each one of us must 

learn to be self-reliant, and grow up to be adults of independent 
means. We all must be prepared to be problem-solvers and risk 
takers. Both boys and girls need to be capable of care-giving. 

As Minou learns her way around Paris, we see its beautiful sites 
and learn that the Seine River divides the city into the Right and Left 
Banks. Bridges are a necessity for getting across the river, especially 
since cats don't like to swim. Students will learn how to build an 
arched bridge like Pont Alexandre III and four other kinds of 
bridges; then they will test them with pennies to see which one is the 
strongest. Then they are challenged to come up with a bridge design 
of their own. 
 
MATERIALS: 8 X 11 paper, two stacks of books @ 10 cm high, 
scissors, metric rule, pennies 
 
ACTIVITY: see attached activity page from WONDERSCIENCE, 
    February, 1991. 
 
SOURCE: American Chemical Society/American Institute of 
        Physics  
 
STANDARDS: 
BSL: 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 1.9, 1.13, 3.3, 3.4, 11.2, 12.2, 12.3 
NCTM: 1a, 1c, 3b, 5a, 5d, 6a, 10a 
SCS: A1, B2, E2, H2, H3, H5 
 
Bingham, Cindy. Minou. Advocacy Press, 1987. ISBN#0-911655-
36-0. 



 
TEACHER NOTES: Minou is a cat, and the story takes place in Paris. This 
activity could be used with any book in which a bridge is necessary to the 
plot.  Activities using physics principles are so important at the elementary 
level. See The Three Billy Goats Gruff document for additional bridge-
building activities. 








